
Active/Passive Editing Exercise Worksheet
Directions: Read the passage below carefully. Consider the content and identify the audience. Remember that most technical writing should use active voice but that passive voice is most appropriate for certain circumstances. Decide which verbs should be active voice and which should be passive voice, and revise accordingly.

Any time you're canoeing, but above all in wilderness travel, rapids are to be approached with caution and respect. A few writers make shooting rapids sound like a lark, but you won't find that attitude among serious white-water canoers or racers. If you're spilled into the turbulence that swirls around submerged rocks, you may come out badly injured.


When you're traveling a river, an accurate, large-scale map may be used to mark the rapids ahead. Study it and keep it handy. Rapids are caused by a drop in the river bed, so remember that you might not see them when you approach.
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