
Formatting Instructions Activity Worksheet
Directions: Here is a letter from Willard sent home describing how he and his tent mates built a fire. What mistakes did the director make in giving them directions? Using the letter below, write a standard set of instructions telling how to build a fire properly. Add appropriate graphics and any details you may already know about building fires.
Dear Mom,

We built a campfire last night. First, we found lots of wood and a good place to build a fire. The director said it could not be too close to the tents or to trees with low branches because we might start a forest fire. Terri and Spencer found a big log. But the director said it would not burn well because it was so wet. So Terri and Spencer finally found some big tree branches. The director said they would do but we had to cut them up with the hatchet. We finally chopped up the wood enough, in 1-2 feet lengths like the director said, and placed them alongside one another where we thought the fire should be. 


Then we tried striking matches to light the logs, but they would not light. The director said we needed smaller pieces of wood to get the fire started, pieces even as small as sticks in various lengths—from a few inches to 6 or 7 inches long. And then he said we needed something called kindling. Kindling, he said, could be anything from pieces of bark to scraps of paper to dry leaves—as long as it was dry. He said the kindling was supposed to catch fire first because it was so small. He said the sticks would catch fire second and then the smaller logs and then the larger logs.


The director left. We found some small sticks and kindling. We piled them all up on one another. Kareem found a good, dry tree branch and threw it on top. We found some matches in the director’s backpack and lit the kindling. The director was right. It did catch fire fast, but it burned out without ever lighting the sticks.


I was beginning to think this fire was never going to be built when the director came over to see how we were doing. He looked a little disappointed and said: “Boys, you have to keep the bigger logs out and feed them into the fire gently after it has gotten started. Now, take some of those really small logs and build a pyramid with them. Stand three or four of the smaller logs on end and make them touch. Then light the kindling—lots of kindling. The fire from the kindling will rise and light those small logs at the top, where they touch. Then when they light, you can feed in some larger logs. The larger logs will burn slowly and you keep the fire going by feeding in the larger logs.”

The director left again and we began building the pyramid. After a while, we finally had a fire going! We started whooping and hollering and did not notice the pinestraw burning close to BJ’s tent. Luckily, the director came back in time to rake back the burning pinestraw. And then he told us that we should have cleared a circle around the fire so that there was no wood, no pinestraw, no paper, no sticks, or anything that could catch fire. “You have to watch a fire,” he said. “You can not start playing around and ignore it!”
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