Persuasive Writing Worksheet


Directions: Use the following scenario to write a persuasive letter.





One of your coworkers read an article in the local weekly newspaper about the need for volunteers and food donations during the entire year, not just at Thanksgiving and the December holidays. Several people in your department are active with Big Brothers and Big Sisters, and they have suggested taking a group of kids to the zoo and collecting food for the kids’ families. You have agreed to write the letter to your supervisor to ask if this is possible.





Before writing your letter, use this table to organize it. Then, write the letter in the space provided after the table or on a separate piece of paper.


Audience





What do they already know about the subject? 





What is their interest in the subject? 





What is their current attitude toward the subject?





What else do you know about the audience that can help you shape your argument?


�
�
�
Purpose





What are you trying to persuade your audience to do or think? 





Write a one-sentence statement of your purpose. Be precise.


�
�
�
Supporting evidence





What evidence will be most convincing: statistics, facts, expert opinions, examples, observations, or something else? 





Remember, your sources must be reliable and suitable for the topic.


�
�
�
Objections





What objections will your audience have? List each objection you can think of, along with a counter-argument.


�
�
�
Action





What action do you want the audience to take?





Be very clear about what they should do and how they should do it.


�
�
�
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