
Finding Famous Parallel Statements

Directions: Here are awkward versions of several well-known passages. Find each original quotation and compare it to the version below. Note how much parallel structure contributes to each quotation. Rewrite these passages to make them parallel and accurate to the author’s original words.
1. Give me liberty or I want to die.


--Patrick Henry

2. [All men] are endowed by their creator with certain unalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, and they have the right to try to be happy.


--Thomas Jefferson

3. Early to bed and getting up early in the morning, makes a man healthy, wealthy, and also gives him wisdom.


--Benjamin Franklin

4.  I do not like green eggs and ham. 

I do not like them Sam-I-am. . . . 

I do not like them in a box. 

I do not particularly care to eat green eggs and ham in the presence of a fox.

I do not like them in a house.

I certainly do not think I would enjoy them with little mice.


--Dr. Seuss

5. We shall fight on the beaches, we are also going to fight where we land on the beaches, and our troops will keep fighting in the fields and in the streets, our people shall fight in and around and on the hills: we shall never surrender.


--Sir Winston Churchill
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