
Comparing Writing Environments
Directions: After carefully studying each model at the beginning of Chapter 1, What is Technical Writing?, answer the following questions to determine how the models are different and how they are similar.
	
	Technical Document
	Research Paper
	Personal Essay

	Subject

What is the subject of each? How does the treatment of each subject differ? Describe the research required for each document.
	
	
	

	Audience

What does each writer want from his or her reader? What has the writer done to consider the needs of the reader?
	
	
	

	Organization

Describe the organization of each document. In which document is the organization apparent at one glance?
	
	
	

	Style

Describe the style (the way an author uses words and sentences) of each document.
	
	
	

	Tone
Describe the tone (the emotional overtones) of the document.
	
	
	

	Special Features

Which document uses special features such as boldfacing, bullets, and graphics?
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